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STATE [IBRARY OF MASSACHUSETTS 
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 


15 August, 1917. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 
Curator, American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway & 156th Street, 
New York City. 

Dear Mr. Wood:- 

Some time ago I wrate to the Curator of 
Numismatics in the Archaeological Museum in Madrid asking 
for the name of any numismatic dealer in Spain, and in reply 
I got more than I bargained for. He turned the letter over to 
another gentleman who sent me a long letter with rubbings of 146 
coins which must have cost him a good deal of trouble. 

I have had very little time of late for numismatics 
and am not nw in a position to make a start on a Spanish collection, 
but it occurred to me that the Society or some of its members might 
be interested to see this material,and rather than send it back to 
Sr. Vives I am sending it to you herewith. If it interests you at 
all perhaps you will assume the responsibility for it, if not return 


2 & to Mee 


With best wishes, believe me, 


Yours/very truly, 


State Librarian, 
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UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSION 
American Embassy 
Constantinople 


Howland Wood, Bsquire, Curator, 
American fcistat ie Society, 
Broadway & 156th Ste, 
New York. 
Dear Mir. Wood: 

I have just had ny attention called to a 
large and important collection of Mosiem coins in all three 
metals to the number of about 7006 I do not know enough 
about the subject to give a more detailed description, but 
I am writing you in case you might know of anyone who would 
be interested in this, and the owner will be glad to send a 
typewritten catalogue and protographs if desired. 


With best wishes, 


Very sAnclerely yours, 


Jane 30th, 1922. 


Foster Stearns, tsa. 
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Very sincerely yours, 


Gurator 
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22 Brimmer Streel, ‘Cr 9 
Boston Mass. et OY 
September 16; 1924 oF 


— 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway at 156th Street, 
New York. 3 


Dear Mr. Wood,- 


After my wanderings in the Near Kast, I am once 
more in Boston to stay for a while, at least. (By the way, will 
you please see that the above address is placed on the Society's 
matling list?) 


Out in Constantinople our one amusement was poking 
about in the bazaars; and in view of my interest in numismaties, 
I naturally made a point of picking up what came in my way along 
those lines. I found Byzantine coins scarce and unreliable, but 
I got afew. My chief line however, was Russian decorations, badges, 
and medals, of which I gathered in several hundred, With these 
of course, there was always the feeling that any money that went 
into them helped some unfortunate refugee. 


Now that I am at home again, however, I find that it is 
difficult to find any way of displaying them in a private house, 
and I hate to keep the money tied up in things which are locked up 
and omly gotten out at rare intervals. I have decided, therefore 
totry to dispose of them; but before doing so I should like to 
know whether you would care to see them: 


a) witha view to selecting anything of interest for the 
Society's collection, which I should be glad to present to it - 
i asume that most of the lot you would already have; 


b) with a view to a loan exhibition, in case you saw 
material for anything of the sort. 


If you would be interested, I can box them up sometime 
before long and send them over to you, for inspection. 


Agood part of the collection consists of regimental and 
other badges such as the Russians were wont to wear plentifully 
besprinkled over the fronts of their coats; and perhaps you will 
Say that these are jewelry rather than numismatics., But there 

obs also the ptars and insignia of the four common Russian orders 
in all classes, together with some others, such as the Order of 


ae yee Hagle; and a miscellaneous lot of campaign and occaional 
medals. 


I shall be glad to know if this sounds at all inter- 
esting to you. 


With best wishes, believe me, 
Very sincenely yours,” 


September 1&th, 1924 


Mr. Foster Stearns 
22 Brimmer Street 
Boston, Masse 


Dear Mr. Stearns: 


Your letter was certainly mest welcomap and I trust that we 
shall see you here before the winter is over. 


I am very much interested in Saas you say about your Russian 
decorations, and we should be very glad te see them. I am naturale 
ly sorry that you want to dispose of them, but I well appreciate 
how cumbersome a collection of these might be in a private house. 
As you are so generous as to offer us some of them, we should be 


very giad to accept any that we desire. I feel sure that we should | 


be happy to have a number of them»for our Russian decorations are 


not very strong. I should judge that we should not want regiment- 


al badges or insignia, however, becuuse if we go into this phase, we 
should certainly be swamped ina few years. We could not undertake 
to exhibit them for many months as we are now preparing an exhibition 
of modern careign medals. 


I think that Eider could sell these as well as anyone, 4s he has 
had fair success in selling decoratione in his sales. Therefore, if 
agreeable to you, I should be glad to have you send on the let and 
we could then look them over. 

With appreciation of your thought of us, I an, 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
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25 September, 1924. 


Mr. Howland Wood, ; 
American Numismatic Society, 
New York. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 
eu 
Thank,for your letter, and promise of assistance in 
the sale of my Russian wares. I am sending them today, by exe 
press from R.H.Stearns €o., addressed tothe Society. 


You will find that my book-keeping and cataloguéng is 
most inadequate. I bought them over a period of two years, and 
kept no record of what I paid for them; in most cases I was sup- 
posed to be getting them for the value of the metal, or only a 
slight advance, and as all shoppers in Constant. kept track of 
the market rate on olé silver, and I saw some of these weighed, 
I believed that I had some check on prices. 


As to cataloguing, I have included with each of the 
decorations, you will find, a slip telling my idea of what it is. 
These are not to be taken as authoritative, and where you have 
any different information on any of them, you are probably right. 
As for the badges, I have made no attempt to label them, as they 
range from Imperial Dragoon Guards to Anti-eVodka Societies, and 
in most cases I do not myself know wha tt bly are. ..in, faet;° i found 
no Russian who could identify more thah the few of them which 
happened to be known to him personallly. If I had made a busi- 
ness of making each of my friends identify all he could, I might 
have got a fairly good line on them in time; but I never did. 


When you have looked them over and decided what ine 
terests you, I should be glad to have a list of these. I don't 
quite know how many this will prove to be. I want make the 
Society a gift, all right, and have no hope of getting all my 
money back or anything like that; but I should like to realize 
something appreciable on them, for my Numismatic Fund’ I ama 
little afraid that the badges will be hard to sell because of the 
difficulty in describing the pieces in a catalogue. Perhaps you 
can give me some further light on this when you have seem them, 


; I should have said that according to my records, there 
are in the lot 96 mecorations and medals, mostly Russian but some 
of other countries; and 194 badges -- all this "more or less", 


I shall expect, then,to hear from you when you have look- 
ed them over al your leisure, but before you send them to Elder, 


age Yes, I shall hope to come in to see you one of these 
ays. o—™ 
\ 


/ 
f 


~ 


Very sincerely yours, le ¢ 


oe 


“ 


Cis Be ee oes: $ 
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September 27th, 1924 


Foster Stearns, Faqe 
ee Brimmer Street i 
Boston, Masse 


Dear Mre Stearna: 


The box of Ruesian deccrations has just come — 
to hand. I have laid the pieces cut and they cer- 
tainly make a grand showing. I shall be haopy te 
let you know a little later what the Society woiad 
gladly aeeept from suth a collec ticn. 


The badges appeal te me strongly, but I really 
think that they are rot in cur line - however, I will 
not yet commit myself! They make such a wonderful 
group that I should say they cught to be sold as w 
whole, if possible. Maybe I could intereat someone 
haceratth whom I am in touch, and therefore I should 
be glad if you could give me some idee as to what you 
_ feel you should be able to get for the regimental and 
miscellaneous badges. 


Could you tell me what the small badges with 
Chains are for? 


In the meantime, I am going to have a dof of fun 
looking these over. 
ew 
Greatly appreciating your kind offer and thanking 
you very much for allowing us to see this collection, 
I am, | 
Very truly yours, 


Curator 
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Novepber llth, 1924 


Foster Stearns, HEege 
22 Brimmer Sireet 
Boston, Magee 


Dear Mr. Stearns: 


There is no one in New York whe carries any 
stesk of coin boxes; and no manufacturer, of whom 
I know, will bother with any order of much under 
five thousand. If I remember correctly, the Den- 
nison Manufacturing Company made thé boxes for the 
Waseachusetts Historical Scciety. Poesibly, they 
would make you a emall lot, or some small fancy box 
manufacturer in Boston. The New York fellogtare so 
independent and will do nothing on @ emall acale. 


With regard to cleaning coins ~ we do not 
rather than we doi’ However, some household ammonia 
in hot weter will work wonders in taking out dirt, 
some stains and some tarnish. If you make a not too 
strong solution, it will not make the cooing tco shiney. 
You can do the same to a slight degree. wits oop ner 
coins. 


You can remove shellac with alinar alcohol or 
gasoline, or turpentine. I never can remember whether 
the alcohol takes off shellac or varnish. 


Zacuse the delay in replying to your letter, but 
my time has been more than fully occupied in the pre- 
parations for the coming Foreign Medale Exhibition 
which opens on Thursday nexte 


Very truly yours, 


_ Curator — 


J pderneh Lore wade a gered. boca 


tor bt Heat Hira were Cried te Cara te 
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February 3rd, 1926 


Foster Stearns, Esage 
ge Brirmer Street 
Boston, Masse 
Dear Mr. Stearns: 
The Ruseian badges - to use a mercantile term - 
have beet “elow sellers”. They are net in the way 
here, #0 ‘they can stay just as long se you may wish 


te have them remain. 


Very truly youre, 


Curater 
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October 11, 1932. 


Mr. Foster Stearns 
Gemini 
Hancock, New Hampshire. 


/ 


Dear Mr. Stearns: 


At the Morosini sale I bought four 
lots for youre Lot & I thought the bid was mine but 
found it was the other fellow'ts bid. These sold for 
417.50 but I asked the man afterwards about them and 
he was willing to vay up to. 325.00 for them so you 
would have lost them anyway. I unfortunately left 
my catalogue at home but Lot 113 went for over *50.00. 
The coins purchased are as follows: . 


Lot 85 &£13,00 
BS 15,00 
ny BF 24.00 
" 68 16,00 

568.00 


. | 
As I had to pay for these personally 
please make cut the check to me. If you do not want all 
three of No. 85 we would be glad to buy one of them from 
you. In sending check please add whatever postage there 
is on the envelope. 


Very truly yours, 


Hi 3JG Curator 


Ustober 14, 193k. 


Ur. Foster Stearns 
Gemini 
Hancock, New Hampshire. 


Dear Hr. Stearns: 


Your favor enclosing cheek for 
468.86 at hand. Many thanks for the same.. More 
thanks, hoxever, for the dueat of Verdale. Whe 
I wrote you I was expecting to pay for it, but 
thie being «a meveum cifte are always most accept- 
able. | 


! As for the quadrupla, I have not 
doubt in the world that it would have gone higher 
than what it sold for if I had continued bidding 
becnuse I had learned it is really worth more than 
what it sold for. Again thanking you, I remain 


‘Very truly yours, 


/ 


Hi: JG Curator 
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ir. Foster Stearns 
Gemini 
Hanebek, New Hampshire. 


Dear Mr. Stearns: 


Although I have not myself 
used Beistlie’s coin holders they seem to be 
gbbwing in popular favor, as each year more 
show their coins by this method at the club. 
He has perfected them in recent years and 
also has gotten other forms. Those that come 
in book form held together by rings I think 
arethe monopoly of the Scott Stamp and.Coin 
Company and Wayte Raymond. Heistle selis the 
other forms although he ~akes them all. If 
you want to get the opinion of one who has 
used them regularly and constantly for several 
years write to Ff. C. C. Boyd, 257 East 20th 
Street, New York City. 


Very truly yours, “ 


HW: JG Curator 


ay 


FOSTER STEARNS 
HANCOCK 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 


August 20, 1934, 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway at 156th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Howland Wood: 


A few months ago I had some correspondence with 
Mr. Waldo Newcomer of Baltimore about his coins of the Knights of 
St. John in Rhodes and Malta. Recently I have seen the news of his 
death. 


I wonder if you can tell me whether his collection is likely 
to be disposed of at auction? He wanted to sell the Malta (and Rhodes) 
coins as a lots, which was quite beyond mey especially in view of the 
large amount of gold. But if I could get at just the things I want 
== especially the silver of Rhodes — I should undergo severe temp- 
tation, at least! 


If the information is not yet available, I should be grate- 
ful if you would keep in mind my interest in this, and let me know 
whenever anything transpires. 


Sincerely yours, 


a tan e—— 


August 22, 1934. i 


Mr. Foster Stearns 
Hancock, N.» He 


Dear Mr. Stearns: | per yea a f 


“ ) “aA 


Neweoner ts death apparently was. : 


quite sudden. I have heard nothing at allasto 
the disposal of his collection. I know he had © aN ‘ 
been selling it out piecemeal for sometime. The 
three dealers as far as K know most in touch with = 
‘this are Wayte Raymond, Johnson of the St. Louis a ee 


Stamp and Coin Gomnany and B. Max Mehl. If I : 
were you I would keep in touch with all three of. 
these. — : : 


Very truly yours, 


dG Curator  — se 


